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FRONTENAC COUNTY MINOR SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION 

 

BYLAWS 

 

 
1. CHAIN OF COMMAND 

a) Any player, coach or other interested parties should voice their concerns 

through their area representatives. 

b) Umpires voice their concerns to the Vice-President, Umpire-in-Chief or 

their area representatives. 

c) Area representatives handle problems at their own level following the 

constitution and bylaws of the Association. 

d) Area representatives unable to resolve a problem shall report the matter to 

the executive via the Vice-President. 

e) If the Vice-President cannot resolve the issue, the executive shall resolve 

it. 

f) Final decision shall be reached at all levels when practical. 

g) Any decision made at the executive level shall be reported back to the 

complainant via the appropriate area representative. 

         

2. AREA RESPONSIBILITIES 

a) To provide field times for teams to play regularly scheduled games. 

b) To provide C.A.S.A. approved softballs for team use on all scheduled 

home games and hosted tournaments (at least one new and used ball per 

game). 

c) To pay/provide carded umpires for all scheduled and hosted tournaments  

(Mite to Peewee:  Junior.  Bantam and Midget:  will use Senior umpires 

when  available.  When possible, one umpire must be at least two age 

groups older, and one umpire one age group older, than the team playing. 

d) To provide liability insurance for each team involved in league play.  This 

may be purchased through FCMSA if desired. 

e) Senior umpire should be behind home plate. 

 

3. AREA REPRESENTATIVES 

a) Shall represent their area and its concerns regarding softball, and is a 

liaison between their area coaches and players, and the executive. 

b) Shall be responsible for providing field availability times within their area. 

c) Shall assist as required with game scheduling, tournaments, returning 

trophies, and other related FCMSA functions. 

d) Shall abide by and support all bylaws and operating rules of the 

Association. 

e) Shall ensure that their Area’s coaches and umpires receive copies of 

FCMSA’s Rules of Play and Bylaws prior to the first game.  Any 

amendments made during the current year shall be forwarded within 

2 weeks. 
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4. REGISTRATION POLICY 

a) Official team registration date shall be set by the executive. 

b) A player may only register for one house league team (PD teams exempt). 

c) Players registering after team rosters have been submitted to the executive 

will have to receive approval by the executive (except for T-Ball and 5-

Pitch). 

d) Player registration forms must include name, date of birth and proof 

provided, parents’/guardian’s name, address, phone number and signature. 

e) Completed registration forms or a copy may be requested by the FCMSA 

if a dispute arises. 

f) Only special needs cases will be accepted as a reason to play down one 

or more age levels.  Such special needs must be addressed through the 

FCMSA. 
 

5. ELIGIBILITY  OF TEAMS 

a) All players will be registered only within the FCMSA. 

b) All players registered are eligible to play in the league.  No team shall 

hold tryouts and/or make player cuts except for Player Development 

teams. 

c) A team must field a minimum of seven (7) players or that team will forfeit 

the game….And if league standings are kept, the points shall be awarded 

to the opposing team providing it has seven (7) or more players.  If both 

teams have fewer than seven (7) players the game will be rescheduled (if 

league standings are kept for the game), or the game may continue as a 

practice game, as decided by the coaches and umpires. 

d) If a team has fewer than eleven (11) players present for a game, the team 

may use players from the division level below their age group from within 

their own organization to field a team.  Girls may move laterally.  Pitchers 

may play at a higher level, provided that the team needing said player has 

only one (1) pitcher (e.g. Squirt team may draw a Mite pitcher) 

e) Team rosters with the player’s name and date of birth are to be submitted 

to the FCMSA President one (1) week before the first game.  Players may 

be added after that date if approved by the executive (from Mite and up). 

f) Any player, who is a member of or trying out for a representative team, is 

ineligible to pitch in the same age division of FCMSA during that year.  

Cut off for eligibility is the first regular house league game. 

 

6. REGULAR GAMES 

a) All regular games shall be scheduled and all effort will be made to play 

the games as scheduled. 

b) For divisions Squirt and up, where possible odd number teams in league 

will have extra games, rather than having a by week. 

c) If a game must be cancelled (except as in “d” below) the canceling coach 

must notify the other coach within a minimum of twenty-four (24) hours 
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 before the start time.  The home coach will then notify the appropriate 

persons in their area.  Please do not leave messages on answering machines 

and assume that someone has received the message. 

d) Games cancelled due to weather, field conditions or other unforeseen 

emergencies:  the coach responsible for cancellation shall notify the 

opposing coach and the umpire convenor within a minimum of one (1) 

hour and thirty (30) minutes prior to the scheduled game time (Except for 

the Kingston Umpires which require two (2) hours notice). 

e) A game in progress terminated by the umpire due to weather conditions 

shall be deemed incomplete and rescheduled unless in a five (5) inning 

game, three (3) innings have been completed, or in the case of a seven (7) 

inning game, five (5) innings have been completed.  The final score shall 

reflect the score after the last completed inning. 

f) Rescheduling of games shall be the responsibility of the coach who 

originally cancelled the game.  An alternate date shall be determined in 

consultation with the other coach, field availability and umpires.  Games 

cancelled by the umpire shall be rescheduled by the home team coach as 

above. 

g) All rescheduling of games shall be scheduled as soon as possible.  If 

unable to reschedule and points are required for team standing, the next 

regularly scheduled game may be played for double the normal points, if 

both teams agree. 

h) Any team that does not show up at a scheduled game, without just cause, 

shall pay a $50.00 fine to FCMSA. 

i) Refer to playing time in FCMSA Rules of Play. 

 

7. COACHES 

a) Shall keep an accurate scorebook, both for statistics and to ensure each 

player plays as equal an amount of time as possible (optional at T-Ball and 

5-Pitch). 

b) Shall have scorebooks signed by the umpire(s) at the end of each game 

where team standings are kept. 

c) Shall abide by and support the constitution and bylaws of FCMSA. 

d) In case of ejection, shall have the person’s name, and time and date of 

ejection put on scorebook and signed by plate umpire. 

e) Shall ensure all their players and coaches display sportsperson-like 

conduct at all times at the ballpark. 

 

      8.  UMPIRES 

a) Shall provide proof of current card number, if requested. 

b) Shall in the event of an ejection, provide a written report within twenty-

four (24) hours of the event to the President of FCMSA or the designated 

Umpire-in-Chief.  This report shall include name, team, date and reason for 

ejection. 

c) Shall abide by and enforce the Constitution, Bylaws and Rules of Play of  
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FCMSA. 

 

d) After the game, shall remain on the field of play in a position to observe 

the post-game handshake. 

e) Shall sign scorebooks at the end of the game (after the post-game 

handshake). 

f) Shall be approved by the executive. 

g) Are to be paid for by the home team and are on a list provided to the 

FCMSA President by the area representatives. 

h) Umpires failing to abide by the Constitution, Bylaws or Rules of Play shall 

be suspended, and payment may be withheld. 

i) Shall not officiate for same age or older players unless previously 

authorized by FCMSA executive. 

j) Umpires cannot be younger than twelve (12) years to umpire. 

 

9.  VIOLATIONS 

a)  A player’s, coach’s, manager’s, team’s, umpire’s or Association official’s 

failure to comply with the terms of FCMSA’s Constitution, Bylaws, Rules 

of Play or Official’s decision. 

b)  Unsportsperson-like conduct, or the use of abusive or insulting language 

on or near the playing field. 

c) Striking or threatening an official on or near the playing field.  Such an 

incident shall be reported to the police, requesting that it be investigated as 

a criminal matter. 

d) A coach, manager or team playing an ineligible player(s) (including a 

player under suspension).  All games played by the offending team in 

which ineligible player(s) participate shall be forfeited and the coach will 

be suspended for the rest of the season.  Exclusions are on appeal to the 

executive. 

e) An umpire or Association official indulging in unsportsperson-like 

conduct, or the use of abusive or insulting language on or near the playing 

field or conducting oneself in a manner unbecoming of an official of the 

game. 

f)  Any actions by spectators at Association games,that may result in a 

dangerous or hazardous situation in the ballpark. 

g) An AREA’s failure to comply with the terms of the FCMSA Constitution, 

Bylaws, Rules of Play or official’s decisions.  A meeting of the Area 

Executive will be held to confirm the occurrence of the violation and to 

initiate the following protocol (by motion, carried by the majority):  1)  

Verbal warning (from the Executive, via the President).  2)  Written 

warning (is given if problems continue after the verbal warning, from the 

Executive, via the President).  3)  If problems continue after the written 

warning, the area is suspended from the league for the duration of the year 

and may be readmitted the next season on a probationary basis, upon their  

 application.  The suspension is communicated by the Executive, via the 

 President. 
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10.  SUSPENSIONS/EJECTIONS 

a) A player, coach, manager, team, umpire or Association official may 

be suspended for violations listed above, or for any other reason 

providing there is unanimous consent of the Executive and Area 

Representatives. 

b) Players, coaches, managers, umpires or Association officials may 

be suspended from Association membership. 

c) Notice of suspension shall be communicated by registered letter or 

personal delivery to the suspended party or team within twenty-four 

(24) hours of the decision. 

d) In the case of individual player suspension, the coach involved shall 

also be notified by registered letter or personal delivery. 

e) The notice of suspension shall state the reason for the suspension 

and the effective date and duration. 

f) Suspension shall be made by the Executive. 

g) Mandatory suspension of two (2) games for the first ejection 

Mandatory  suspension of four (4) games for the second ejection. 

(excluding the game the ejections occurred in).  These games are 

the next regular season games played. A third ejection will result in 

the suspension for the remainder of the season including the year 

end tournament. Revised Oct 2002 

h) Length of suspension shall be determined by the Executive, having 

attempted to obtain all pertinent information concerning the 

incident. 

i) In the case of an individual suspended player, the coach, manager 

and the team are responsible for said player’s actions if in 

attendance at other league games. 

j) PD suspension is for two (2) PD games. 

k) Suspension will continue into the next softball season and will 

honor other softball association suspensions. 

 

11.  PROTESTS 

a) Any game protest must be in writing, and must include:  the date 

and time of the game, the name of the team and/or persons 

involved, the reason for the protest, and $25.00 which will be 

returned if the protest is won. 

b) Must be mailed within forty-eight (48) hours of the incident, or 

hand delivered within seventy-two (72) hours of the incident, to the 

protesting team’s Area representative. 

c) The Area Representative will notify the President, who will form a 

committee of all Area Representatives, including those involved in 

the protest, but they will not be allowed to vote. 

d) The Protest Committee will then make a decision based on all facts 

obtained, applying the Constitution, Bylaws and Rules of Play. 
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12.  TOURNAMENTS 

                  Convenors will be designated for each division, whose responsibility it          

is to hold a coaches meeting near or at the end of the regular playing season.  This 

meeting is for the purpose of coordinating the tournament, following the guidelines 

outlined in the Rules of Play, as well as current year directives from FCMSA meetings.  

Convenors will contact either the President or the Umpire-in-Chief regarding any alleged 

umpire problems during the regular season. 

 

                                               

 

 

 

 

 


